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SUBJECT: MINISTER OF MINES VERSION OF CONVERSATION WITH 
DEPUTY SECRETARY LUERS LEAKED TO PRESS 

1. CARACAS NEWSPAPER EL NACIONAL CARRIED FRONT PAGE BOX APRIL 
1 1 ENTITLED "VENEZUELA ASKED WASHINGTON NOT TO INCLUDE OPEC AND 
PETROLEUM PRICES IN THE AGENDA FOR KISSINGER VISIT." ARTICLE 
STATES THAT MINISTER OF MINES VALENTIN HERNANDEZ TOOK OPPORTUNITY 
OF VISIT OF WASHINGTON "FUNCTIONARIES" TO INDICATE THE NECESSITY 
THAT WASHINGTON AUTHORITIES TOP THE CAMPAIGN AGAINST OPEC MEMBER 
COUNTRIES. ACCORDING TO ARTICLE, IT WAS THE INCLINATION OF THE 
WASHINGTON VISITORS TO INCLUDE PETROLEUM PRICES AND OPEC POLICY 
IN SECRETARY KISSINGER'S AGENDA. HOWEVER, THE MINISTER WAS 
REPORTED AS BEING VERY PRECISE AND CATEGORICAL IN STATING THAT 
VENEZUELA WOULD NOT ACCEPT THESE QUESTIONS IN ANY POSSIBLE DIS- 
CUSSIONS WITH THE SECRETARY. FURTHER, THE MINISTER REPORTEDLY 
SUGGESTED "IN A CORDIAL BUT PRECISE AND DIRECT MANNER" 

THAT WASHINGTON ABANDON ITS ACTIONS INTENDED TO WEAKEN OPEC OR 
REDUCE OIL PRICES. SUCH ACTIONS BY WASHINGTON WILL NOT SUCCEED, 

THE MINISTER ADDED. THE ARTICLE ADDS THAT THE MINISTER CONSIDERS 
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WASHINGTON IN THE RECENT PERIOD OF TIME. ARTICLE CONCLUDES WITH 
STATEMENTS THAT THE WASHINGTON VISITORS WERE RECEPTIVE TO AND 
ACCEPTED THE VENEZUELAN POSITION. AND THAT OPEC AND PETROLEUM 
PRICES WILL NOT BE INCLUDED IN SECRETARY KISSINGER'S AGENDA, IF 
HIS VISIT TAKES PLACE BUT VENEZUELAN SPHERES CONSIDER THAT KISSINGER 
VISIT WILL NOT TAKE PLACE. 

2. COMMENT: MINISTER VALENTIN HERNANDEZ DID SAY DURING 
DISCUSSION WITH DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY LUERS THAT USG 
SHOULD APPRECIATE THAT VENEZUELA CANNOT AFFORD TO BE ISOLATED FROM 
ITS OPEC PARTNERS, AND THAT USG SHOULD NOT BE ATTEMPTING TO 
IMPLEMENT SUCH A STRATEGY. HOWEVER. HE DID NOT SAY THAT OPEC 
AND OIL PRICES COULD NOT BE INCLUDEDON AGENDA OF SECRETARY 
KISSINGER'S VISIT. RATHER, MINISTER STATED HE LOOKED FORWARD TO 
VISIT OF SECRETARY, AS HE WAS SURE PRESIDENT PEREZ DID. HE FELT 
SECRETARY'S VISIT WILL BE IMPORTANT FOR IMPROVING UNDERSTANDING 
BETWEEN U.S. AND VENEZUELA. 

ASENCIO 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MEETING AGENDA, PETROLEUM, PRESS COMMENTS, MINISTERIAL VISITS, PRICES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 11 APR 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975CARACA03904 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7501 28-0289 
From: CARACAS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750459/aaaaccre.tel 

Line Count: 79 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EB 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: GolinoFR 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 12 SEP 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <12 SEP 2003 by ElyME>; APPROVED <23 SEP 2003 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MINISTER OF MINES VERSION OF CONVERSATION WITH DEPUTY SECRETARY LUERS LEAKED TO PRESS 
TAGS: PFOR, ENRG, VE, US, OPEC, EL NACIONAL, (KISSINGER, HENRY A), (HERNANDEZ, VALENTIN) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



